
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 

“Let Us Shout, ‘Hosanna ” 

(Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 or 27:11-54) 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Today we begin the Holy Week. Our attention is focus on the sacrificial death of Jesus. 

The Gospel narrates the humiliation, passion and crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus fulfills to the 

letter the will of the Father. Jesus translates into reality his preaching. Jesus shows in 

His passion what true love is. Jesus reveals in his passion what real forgiveness is. 

There is no bitterness in His words. There is no hatred or anger in His heart. There is no 

frustration or resentment in His feelings. Jesus willingly and openly accepts cross and 

crucifixion on our behalf. 

 

 Passion Sunday recalls the joyful aspects, the memorable events and high moments 

of our faith. Passion Sunday describes the grand moments of our baptism, ordinations or 

weddings and even first communion or first profession. We celebrate. We are proud of 

the sacraments. We shout, “Hosanna?” But when our faith is tested and we are asked to 

carry our cross, we stop. We become sad. We rebel. When our faith and sacraments 

demand that we serve, that we stoop down and tell the truth, we complain. We shout 

back. And we cry out, “Crucify him.” 

 

 From today’s Gospel, we observe three classes of people. First, the enemies of Jesus. 

They wanted Him to die. They accused Him. They discredited Him. And they did 

everything to destroy Him. Second, those who were indifferent. They did nothing. They 

were just observers. They didn’t care. It was not their business to be of help and to get 

involved. Third were those who became witnesses of Jesus. They were moved. They were 

touched. They believed. They accepted Jesus and confessed, “Truly, this man is the Son of 

God” (15:39). They chose Jesus. And they followed Him. 

  

 Now, who are we among the three? 

 

Prayer 

 

 Dearest Jesus, meek and humble Lord,  

  I humbly kneel and pray 

  For those who are still 

  Choosing ‘Barabbas’ in  their lives, 

  Making unjust decisions, 

  Blinded to see and speak the truth, 

    Imposing crosses upon others, 

  Making the lives of others hard, inhuman 



 
 

 

   And unbearable, 

  Shouting malice, intrigues and defamatory words, 

  Insensitive to the sufferings of others. 

 

   

 

 Dearest Jesus, our just and humble Lord, 

  Touch the lives of these people. 

 Open their eyes to their wrongdoing. 

 Let them recognize their mistakes. 

 Make them contrite for their sins. 

 And please forgive them. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

Challenges 

 

 Whatever I feel and whatever I will do, whatever I will decide, I will always remember 

and repeat the prayer of Jesus: “Not my will but yours be done.” 

 

 I will pray the Stations of the Cross. 
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